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 Dedicated and hardworking professional with several years of experience in teaching, course coordination, and curriculum design. Committed to delivering high-quality education and fostering a positive learning environment. Strong organizational skills and a track record of successfully managing multiple responsibilities. Passionate about continuous improvement and professional development.

EDUCATION/DEGREES
	2011
	Master of Education, Foreign Language Teacher Education, University of Georgia, GA, United States

	1987
	Doctor of Dental Medicine, Dentistry (DDS, DMD), Colombian Dental College, Colombia


COURSES TAUGHT
 	 
· SPAN 1001 Elementary Spanish I
· SPAN 1002 Elementary Spanish II
· SPAN 1110 Accelerated Elementary Spanish
· SPAN 2001 Intermediate Spanish I
· SPAN 2001E Intermediate Spanish Online
· SPAN 2002 Intermediate Spanish II
· SPAN 3010 Spanish Cultural Dialogues
· SPAN 4003 Medical Spanish  
	 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
THE UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA 	 
Lecturer, Department of Romance Languages: 2022-present
Instructor, Department of Romance Languages: 2013-2022:	 
· Teach face to face, hybrid and online Spanish Intermediate and Introductory levels. 
· Teach other courses, Medical Spanish.   
Preceptor of Spanish Instruction:2018-Spring 2024  	 
· Create and organize course materials.
· Provide support and training for TA’s and instructors of SPAN 2001, Romance languages highest enrolled course. 
· Create and implement syllabi and online components and facilitate design of all assessments.
· Support TA’s and instructors in managing student concerns. 
· Provide excellent communication in a timely manner to TAs, instructors and students.
· Serve as a member of the Spanish Program Coordination Committee working in collaboration with other members to coordinate 1001 and 2000 level Spanish classes.

Preceptor of Online Learning: 2020-2022								
· Create and organize online course materials for summer SPAN 2001 sections.
· Guide and support TAs and instructors of online courses and manage and handle students' concerns when needed.
 
Graduate Student Teaching Mentor: 2022-2024
Spring 2023- Elizabeth Best- (SPAN 2001)
Spring 2024- Jessica Morales-  (SPAN 2001)
Fall 2024- Gillian Deitche (Rose Herman)-  (SPAN 1110)
· Provide insights into effective teaching strategies for language instruction, including lesson planning, classroom management, and how to adapt teaching methods for different proficiency levels
· Guide mentees in understanding the structure of the course curriculum, helping them learn how to design lesson plans, assignments, and assessments that align with course objectives and language-learning goals. 

EXPERIENCE RELATED EDUCATION
									           	 
College Board of Education: 2019-present								      
· Reader for College Board AP Spanish Language and Culture Exam.  
· Evaluating and scoring free-response sections of the AP Spanish exam according to standardized rubrics.
· Ensure consistency and fairness in scoring by collaborating with a team of educators and following specific guidelines.
· Participate in training sessions to align scoring practices and maintain exam integrity.
· Provide valuable feedback that can be used to improve instruction and future assessments.

McGraw Hill Education
Digital Faculty Consultant: 2022-present
· Develop and create online courses for various universities.
· Provide faculty training on the use of different technologies through both in-person and virtual presentations.
· Perform editing and design tasks to enhance content on the online platform. 
									          
 St Joseph Catholic School, Athens, GA: 2009-2019							         
· Spanish teacher, grades Prek-8
· Implemented diverse approaches to ensure both language and academic success.
· Gained experience and knowledge in best practices of instructional methodology in language education for students grades Prek-8. 
· Collaborated with colleagues and actively participated in grade-level and school-level teams.
· Analyzed student learning and planned and administered a variety of appropriate assessments.
· Ensured effective and positive parent communication. 								         
 Mercy Health Center, Greensboro, GA: 2002-2006							                      
·  Provide medical interpretation between Spanish speaking patients and medical staff.

 EARLY CAREER

Dental Assistant - Cosmetic and Restorative Dentistry.Dr. Rosanna Masciadri. Athens,GA:2006-2009
Dental Assistant- Lake Oconee Cosmetic & General Dentistry. Dr. David & Dr. Patti Bradley.  Greensboro, GA: 2005-2006 
Professor Colegio Odontológico Colombiano, Bogotá, Colombia: 1993-1998 
General Dentistry Practice, Bogotá, Colombia: 1991-1999 
Dentistry Social Service, Bogotá, Colombia:1988-1991 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
 	 
2020	 
· Attended “Applying a Trauma-Informed Lens to Teaching” workshop with the Center for teaching and Learning, University of Georgia.
· Attended “McGraw Hill Connect and Proctorio Integration” webinar training program McGraw Hill- Connect-, McGraw-Hill Education.  
· Participated in “Prepare to Pivot” training program with the Center for teaching and Learning, University of Georgia. 
· Attended “Becoming a Critically Reflective Practitioner with the Continuing education program Center for Teaching and Learning, University of Georgia, CTL. 									    
2021	 
· Attended Conference “The Role of Technology in Post-Pandemic Language Teaching” at the AATSP 2021 Conference AATSP, American Association of Teachers of Spanish and Portuguese.
· Participated in “Reader for College Board AP Spanish Language and Culture Exam. Evaluating student exams 2021 Reading, AP Spanish and Culture Exam.
· Participated in “Assessment of Intercultural Learning in World Languages”, Workshop McGraw Hill.
· Participated in “Recordable Video Chat and Voice Board 101, Seminar Mc Graw Hill, McGraw-Hill Education.
· Attended “Metacognition: helping students navigate the landscape of Learning”, Workshop Center for Teaching and Learning, University of Georgia.
 									    
 

2022	 
· Participated in “Inspiring Proficiency in the Intro and Intermediate College Spanish Classroom”,  
Workshop. Teaching Circle, McGraw-Hill Education-Romance Languages UGA.
· Attended “Working Advocacy into Your Program” Chicago Forum, Conference Vista, Chicago, IL
· Participated in the “Reader for College Board AP Spanish Language and Culture Exam, Continuing education program. AP Spanish and Culture Exam.
· Participated in the “World Languages Symposium” Workshop. McGraw Hill, Phoenix, AZ
 									    
2023	 
· Participated in “How Learning Works: Engage your students in Active Learning”, Workshop University of Georgia-Active Learning, CTL.
· Participated in “Active Learning 101”, Workshop Center for Teaching and Learning, CTL.
· Attended “Inclusive Teaching Resources”, Workshop Romance Languages Department, Spanish Program Coordinating Committee. 								    

2024	 
· Participated in “How learning works: Engage your students in Active learning” Workshop Center for Teaching and Learning, CTL.
· Attended “Fostering Belonging through inclusive excellence”. Workshop Romance Languages Department, Spanish Program Coordinating Committee. Sep 18
· Attended “Ungrading 101: Removing Scores from Assessment & Feedback. CTL facilitated by The Ungrading FLC 
· Participated in “Teaching after tragedy: Caring for yourself and your students” Workshop Center for Teaching and Learning, CTL.  
· Participated in the “Meaningful Student Interaction with Perusall” Workshop Center for Teaching and Learning, CTL.  
· Participated in the "Facilitating Productive Group Work” Workshop Center for Teaching and Learning, CTL.    
· Attended virtual workshop "Adding and Organizing Content for Successful Learning Experiences in eLC" CTL.  
· Attended “Small Teaching, Big Impact" Workshop Romance Languages Department, Spanish Program Coordinating Committee and CTL. 
· Participated in the “Making Sense of Student Feedback on Course Evaluations” workshop Center for Teaching and Learning, CTL.
· Participated in the “Conducting peer observations of teaching” workshop Center for Teaching and Learning, CTL.
2025
· Reimagining World Language Teaching & Assessment (AY26), Participant CTL.
· Reimagining World Language Teaching & Assessment (Spring 25), Participant CTL


STATEMENT OF TEACHING INTERESTS AND PEDAGOGICAL APPROACH
Teaching is directly related to the interaction between students and the instructor. To me, this involves cultivating certain qualities that encourage my students to become more enthusiastic about learning. I aim to create an environment where they feel confident to interact and use the language with me and with their peers. My objective as a professional educator is to establish rapport with students and create a positive classroom climate. This is made possible through the relationships I develop with each student. In my classroom, I foster an inclusive environment and use student-centered instruction, encouraging active learning to promote student participation.
In my work at the University of Georgia, I have had the opportunity to effectively integrate my teaching and role as an instructor to design and create activities for intermediate-level students. Working with this level of students has been a great challenge in promoting motivation so that they can continue studying Spanish and use it in their careers and professional endeavors in the future.
To achieve my goals in language teaching, I primarily use immersive foreign language instruction. While this method can be challenging for some students in their initial encounters with a second language, my role is to act as a facilitator in the learning process. Rather than taking a managerial or directive approach, I focus on making learning easier and motivating students to discover the new language and culture in a natural way.
In the development of my professional expertise, I strive to maintain a consistent teaching style that reflects my personality. This authenticity strengthens my teaching. As a native speaker, I also have the unique advantage of sharing my cultural knowledge, which enhances the learning experience for my students in the Spanish language classroom.
In my classroom, I use strategies such as pair or group work, brainstorming activities to generate ideas, entry or exit tickets to focus student attention, and end-of-unit reviews to summarize key concepts and skills. These tools help me achieve my instructional goals. The active learning model, in particular, has been successful in transforming the passive role of the student into a more active and engaged one. These strategies make students feel more comfortable and create a collaborative classroom environment. Some of the activities include researching topics such as work and customs in Spanish-speaking countries, particularly comparing them with their own culture. These types of activities provide students with the ability to understand real-world situations, which will be beneficial for their careers. This is of great value to me as an instructor because it increases students' confidence and brings me closer to them through a better understanding of my own culture. At the same time, it develops their language proficiency and helps me achieve my objectives as an instructor.
Additionally, I incorporate technology into my instruction, utilizing computer-assisted projects, online discussions, and communication tools that allow students to interact with each other in real-life contexts. I have used these methods in both online and in-person instruction, and I believe that technology increases the possibilities for language learning.
Throughout my teaching career, I have not only been an instructor but also an advisor and mentor to my students. Providing feedback and guidance has enhanced the effectiveness of my role, and students have appreciated the support. The ultimate reward of teaching is when students demonstrate their ability to communicate and apply the skills they have developed through instruction.
Through my practice as a Spanish teacher, I have learned the value of the connection that forms with students, as constant interaction is a mutual learning experience. When I read my students' feedback and receive notes of appreciation, I can deduce that I am achieving my objectives by fostering motivation that promotes teamwork, performance, and progress through communication. My duty in the classroom is to provide the necessary tools for students to express themselves and demonstrate their skills in the process of learning Spanish. Seeing them succeed, whether through their grades, evaluation comments, or even in person gives me the satisfaction of knowing that I have positively impacted their lives. Teaching is a challenging yet rewarding profession. As my students learn a new language, I take great satisfaction in knowing that I have helped them reach their goals and made a positive impact on their educational journey.
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